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Dear Friends,

I am extremely happy to be here today at Dehradun to participate in the National Workshop of ENVIS Centres and Nodes. The workshop is being held in this picturesque campus and city as though emphasizing that it is our duty to protect, conserve and nurture our diversity with the use of technology and information at our command.

Scientific and technological information is one of the basic resources for the socio-economic development of a country. Development through proper environment planning to ensure quality of life is the process of enlarging people’s choices, and one of its appropriate measures is access to information. If knowledge is the key driver of value, progress and wealth today, creating the right role for technology in development and environment management, in the broader sense, is a major responsibility of all stakeholders, which would help to overcome the deficiency of resources. The path of technology, however, is not pre-determined : the chosen path is a function of policy, resources and will. Cost, infrastructure, investment, content, design and the evaluation of target audiences are all critical issues.


Realizing the importance of information needs and in order to provide scientific and technical information in the field of environment and its associated areas, the Government of India set up an Environmental Information System (ENVIS) in the Ministry of Environment and Forests during Sixth Five Year Plan.  The System started functioning from the Seventh Five Year Plan for developing a network with participatory organizations with an ultimate objective of providing scientific and technical information in the field of environment to decision-makers, policy-planners, scientists and researchers.

Since environment is broad ranging multi-disciplinary subject, a comprehensive information system on environment like ENVIS necessarily involves effective participation of concerned institutions/organizations of the country, which are actively engaged in the subject-area of environment.  ENVIS should develop itself as a decentralized system with a network of distributed subject-oriented Centres, ensuring integration of national efforts in environmental information collection, collation, storage, retrieval and dissemination to all concerned.

I am informed that 25 ENVIS Centres on various subject areas in premium institutions were set up under the ENVIS Scheme from 1982–2002. The expansion of the Network from 25 Centres to 85 Nodes has been possible with the assistance of the World Bank under the Programme on Capacity Enhancement of Environmental Information System a sub-component under the Environment Management Capacity Building Technical Assistance Project (EMCBTAP).

I am confident that the establishment of subject specific Nodes in the area of pollution control, toxic chemicals, Himalayan ecology, marine ecosystems, environmentally sound and appropriate technologies, impact assessment, biodiversity, solid and hazardous wastes and cleaner technology will go a long way in providing exhaustive information on all subject areas related to environment..

Experts are of the view that it should be ENVIS’s endeavor to :

1. Ensure that ENVIS - India is the world’s largest and a unique Environment Information Network; 

2. Develop ENVIS as a Paperless Environmental Information System in the near future; and 

3. Comprehensively Network Environmental Database Repository as a tool to exchange information.

I am also informed that broadly ENVIS Centres and Nodes should work towards:

a) Building an inventory of information both primary and secondary and disseminate using web technologies.

b) Identifying information and data gaps in the subject areas and take action to fill these gaps.

c) Create databases and make it available online.

d) Establish and operate a distributed clearinghouse, and 

e) Forge strong linkages with information users, carriers and providers from among government, academia, business and Non Governmental Organisations.

As you are aware last year an exclusive website for ENVIS Scheme was structured & designed by the ENVIS Secretariat and launched by His Excellency the Vice President Shri Bhairon Singh Shekhawat ji. The site provides direct link to ENVIS Centres/Nodes & organisations/institutions housing the Centres/Nodes.


I mentioned earlier that it has been possible to expand the gamut of ENVIS with World Bank Assistance. This assistance will not be available after 30th June 2004. Efforts are underway to ensure that the Network established is further consolidated and sustained after a through review of the performance of the Centres and Nodes.  Institutions and organizations housing the Centres  and Nodes should also make efforts to sustain the network.


I understand that 2 evaluation workshop have been held earlier. I hope the recommendations of these workshops have been implemented .  While the earlier workshops were conducted for a limited number of centres and nodes, this is truly the National workshop where nearly 70 Centres and Node are participating and such a workshop should become an  annual feature hence forth.

I am happy to know that in order to encourage and recognize the good performance of ENVIS Centres and Nodes, an award for the best ENVIS Centre has been instituted. A logo competition was also held and a Compendium on ENVIS Centres has been compiled.  While the National workshop should be held every year to take stock, awards could be conferred every 2 years to the best performing Centre.   I know that the Centres having been established earlier have an advantage over the Nodes which have only been setup after January 2002.  I am sure we are looking into this aspect and a level playing system is being evolved.

I have had a look at some of the visit reports of the technical committies.  While some of the Centres and Nodes are doing a good job which I commend, others will have to make efforts to ensure that databases are developed, sites are updated regularly and information disseminated is of value to the users like the policy planners, regulators and academicians.  It should be the endeavor of all the Centres and Nodes to develop into Centres of excellence on the assigned subject area.

I look forward to your wholehearted participation, forthright and constructive criticism and comments to enable strengthening and drawing up a road map for the future of Environmental Information System in the country. 

With these words I am happy to inaugurate the workshop and wish the workshop all success. 

NAMASKAR
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