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ABOUT ENVIS

ENVIS (Environmental Information System) is a network of subject-specific centres
located in various institutions throughout India. The focal point of the present 66 ENVIS
centres in India is at the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, New
Delhi, which further serves as the Regional Service Centre (RSC) for INFOTERRA, the
global information network of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
cater to environment information needs in the South Asian sub-region. The primary
objective of all ENVIS centres is to collect, collate, store and disseminate environment
related information to various user groups, including researchers, policy planners, and
decision makers.

The ENVIS Centre at the Bombay Natural History Society was set up in June 1996 to
serve as a source of information on Avian Ecology.

Objectives of the ENVIS Centre at BNHS

&To create a bibliographic database of published literature related to avian ecology study
&To publish and distribute BUCEROS newsletter on avian ecology to its members

&« To create and upload databases on avian ecology on ENVIS website

www.bnhsenvis.nic.in

& Toreply to queries related to birds
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EDITORIAL

Greetings readers!

You will be happy to learn that BUCEROS has been listed in the Wikipedia Ornithology journals
now. Do read the news section for details.

Decline of vulture species has been a global concern for long. The vulture breeding centre of BNHS
has begun releasing birds back into their natural homes. A diclofenac free India is a need to save our
vulture species.

Monsoon season is tourism time for the country as we have a wide range of flora and fauna waiting to
be explored. The Lucknow Zoo and Nawabganj Bird Sanctuary have begun an activity called bird
safari to highlight their winged beauties.

Just like bird species, bird egg shapes too come in wide varieties. The variety in egg shapes have
always surprised researchers. A team of researchers in New York have discovered that the egg shapes
canreveal the flying ability of a bird. A news article in this issue tells more about this new discovery.
The previous issue of BUCEROS had news on a portal 'Internet of Bird'. In the current issue, we have
provided details about this portal, besides guidelines for our readers on how to participate in this
activity.

Saving a life is always a reason for great happiness. We have shared one such rescue story of dTcdch
(Pied Cuckoo) in Marathi for our readers.

Our last section contains abstracts of Nepal's national Redlist birds and timing of breeding in trapped
birds.

Happy reading!

Sailee Joshi-Gupte
Information Officer

BUCEROS Vol. 21, No. 3, 2016
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Fly Away Home

This year, a conservation centre in Pinjore, Haryana will release eight vultures back into the wild — a small
but significant effort in the rehabilitation of the endangered species.

It was a high-profile but an anti-climactic release. Last June, at the Bir Shikargah Wildlife Sanctuary in
Pinjore, Haryana, the then Union environment minister, Prakash Javadekar, tugged at the pulley — but the
vultures did not fly. About 24 hours later, A20, a male Himalayan griffon, took off first, but the female, A19,
stayed back — unsure, apprehensive. She wasn't ready for freedom, as yet, but for the folks at the Jatayu
Conservation Breeding Centre (JCBC) at the sanctuary, a lot was hinging on that single flight.

It's been 11 years since India banned the use of diclofenac, a painkiller administered to cattle, following the
catastrophic decline in vulture populations. “Vultures develop visceral gout (a white crust that arrests the
kidneys causing a quick death) after feeding on cattle treated with diclofenac,” says Nikita Prakash, who,
along with her husband Dr Vibhu Prakash, run JCBC — a joint effort of the Bombay Natural History Society
and the Haryana Forest Department. But, the last census done in 2015 brought some palatable news: the
population is not declining. “It's either stable or going up a bit but we can't be complacent about it,” say Dr
Prakash.

A19 and A20, who had come to the JCBC as rescued birds nearly a decade ago, were “test birds”. The duo had
lived among Gyps vultures in a concrete aviary on a five-acre plot. The centre houses 226 Gyps species
vultures, including white backs, slender bills and long bills — all three are critically endangered in India. The
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birds do everything they could in the wild — perch on jute platforms, concrete ledges, or poles mimicking
branches, and feed on goat carcasses — except soar to great heights. The aviaries, five in all, are open to the
sky except for a protective netting.

When A19 finally took flight, 10 teams tracked her for 45 days. Earlier, they had distributed flyers in the
surrounding villages alerting the villagers to the bright orange wing tags on the birds. They watched the bird
hop across the walls of the aviary that was her home for eight years. Then 10 days later, she flew to the nearest
village. The villagers, who thought the birds had escaped, phoned to say, “the bird is sitting here, 'aa jana
(come here)". The watchers slept when she slept, they woke up before she did at the break of dawn. And then,
it was time to say goodbye. The Himalayan griffon flew towards the Morni hills, never to be seen again.

The team could have stayed in touch if there had been a Platform Terminal Transmitter (PTT) on A19. She
would have worn it like a backpack with an antenna sticking out and the team could have monitored the bird
via GPS coordinates for three years, till the device went dead. But permission was tangled in bureaucracy
over 250 km away in New Delhi. Today, the husband and wife's hopes revolve around eight white backs,
which they are on the cusp of releasing. Six of those are two-year-old juveniles bred at the facility. All that is
left to do is to wait for cooler months and for the elusive PTT to arrive.

They are eyeing November 2017 as a target to release the eight birds into the wild in Haryana. “It will make us
happy if we keep breeding them in good numbers, and we release them so that they establish themselves and
breed in the wild,” Dr Prakash says. But this time, getting permission to put transmitters on the birds is a
crucial step. “We will monitor them over a couple of years and then make plans to release more, based on what
we learn from them, and how they survive in the wild,” he says. A successful release programme will see the
doors open to the sky for 20-25 vultures each year.

“We will also wait for winter when the Himalayan griffons return to India. Those birds will act as a guide and
tell these juveniles where to eat.” It will be a 'soft release", says Nikita, walking around the facility that houses
the “pre-release aviary” where the eight birds have been moved into. “The idea is for the captive birds to
interact with the wild ones, and hopefully, when we release them, they will form a flock with their wild
friends, and will be guided towards the food,” she says.

199

Carcasses are placed both inside and outside the aviary; a thin mesh that separates the birds. Nikita shows
videos of what she means when she says vultures are “social birds”. They hop and waddle towards each other
and feed together. “It has to be a gradual process so they get used to the dangers. Otherwise, if we just open the
gate, they will escape and keep flying till they are exhausted, and put themselves in danger,” she says.

Dr Prakash, who wheezes severely around birds, never imagined dedicating his life to the famed scavengers:
the bald, ugly, uncharismatic raptor that vomits when threatened. He had spent much of the 1980s studying
bird populations in Keoladeo National Park (formerly Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary, where in 1984, he first
documented over 350 nesting pairs of vultures. “They were the commonest birds of prey in the world. But
then, it was the fastest, steepest decline, across the world, across any species,” he says.

At the interpretation centre, the only part of the Pinjore facility that's open to the public, the birds can be seen
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via closed-circuit television. Outside, a board announces the names of the vultures christened by visiting
dignitaries. There is the first nestling that was hatched at the centre, Vibhu, who is now seven, and looking for
a partner. Then there is Plum, Safal and Sambhav named by Indian bureaucrats, and George and Jurgen after
German visitors. “In 1998,  held a sick vulture in Keoladeo National Park for the very first time. We have 226
birds here now, so clearly, I have fallen in love with the entire species,” says Nikita.

Source: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/fly-away-home-vulture-conservation-wildlife-pinjore-
4665889/

Safari treat for bird-watchers in monsoon

Here's some good news for birdwatchers: UP forest corporation plans to start bird safari at Nawabganj bird
sanctuary and Lucknow Zoo under its eco-tourism policy. Bookings for the 125km-long weekend tour can be
made on the corporation's website.

"This is the time when we have a lot of indigenous birds and their babies in the sanctuary," said divisional
manager of eco-tourism, Lucknow, Davinder Singh. The tour is likely to be launched mid-July during
monsoon. Lucknow Zoo may be the pickup point along with 1090 Crossing and Kukrail. The cost of the
package is yet to be decided.

The trip would be conducted as early as six in the morning. Trained guides would accompany visitors. Other
spots in the city where there is ample scope for bird-sighting may also be included in the itinerary— like a spot
at Gosainganj near Indira canal that has several Sarus cranes present.

Similar safaris would be planned for Sandi bird sanctuary in Hardoi and Sur Sarovar sanctuary in Agra.

Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/safari-treat-for-bird-watchers-in-
monsoon/articleshow/59360753.cms
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Shape of bird egg related to flight ability
New York, June 23 (IANS)

In what could perhaps crack the long-term mystery behind the astonishing variety of bird egg shapes, an
international team of researchers has found that the egg shape is related to flight ability, with good fliers
tending to lay pointy or elliptical eggs.

Avian eggs have fascinated humans for millennia because they come in different shapes — elliptical in
hummingbirds, spherical in owls, pointy ovoids in shorebirds and almost everything in between. But we still

lack the answer to this simple question — why did different egg shapes evolve, and how?

The new study published in the journal Science suggests that egg shape is related to flight ability, and that the
egg membrane may play a critical role in determining shape.

“In contrast to classic hypotheses, we discovered that flight may influence egg shape. Birds that are good fliers
tend to lay asymmetric or elliptical eggs,” said the study’s lead author Mary Caswell Stoddard of Princeton

University in New Jersey, US.

“In addition, we propose that the stretchy egg membrane, not the hard shell, is responsible for generating the
diversity of egg shapes we see in nature,” Caswell said.

To unravel the mystery of egg shape, the researchers used a multi-step, multidisciplinary process, applying
tools from computer science, comparative biology, mathematics and biophysics.

First, the team used photographs to analyse the shapes of nearly 50,000 eggs representing 1,400 species.

The eggs, from the online database of The Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at Berkeley, came from across the
globe and were largely collected by naturalists in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Using computer code, the researchers quantified each egg’s asymmetry and ellipticity.

By combining the power of high-throughput digital image analysis with the wealth of data in the museum egg
collection, the team was able to map the world of egg shapes.

The team then developed a biophysical model to explain how processes in the bird’s oviduct might generate
different egg shapes.

The team also used an evolutionary framework to test hypotheses about egg shape.

Using a recently constructed phylogeny, or family tree, of birds, the researchers compared egg shapes across
different bird lineages. In this analysis, they included details about nest type and location, clutch size, diet and
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flight ability.

The analysis revealed that birds tend to lay eggs that are more asymmetric and more elliptical if they are better
fliers.

The researchers suggest that as birds’ bodies became adapted for powered flight, this resulted in
morphological changes like reduced body size and a reduced abdominal cavity.

The discovery that morphological constraints associated with flight may contribute to egg shape challenges
the conventional wisdom that egg shape is largely influenced by clutch size or nest location.

Source: http://www.india.com/news/agencies/shape-of-bird-egg-related-to-flight-ability-2264456/
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Identify birds at a click with 'Internet of Birds’
Bilwada Kale

India is a biodiversity hotspot and is home to almost 12.5% of the world's avifauna, consisting of over approx.
1,300 species. “Birds are excellent indicators of their environment, providing ecological information based
on when and where they're located,” said Dr. Deepak Apte, Director, Bombay Natural History Society
(BNHS), Mumbai. “With the rise of amateur bird watchers across India, we are happy to have Accenture Labs
help us capitalize on all the information they can capture. This helps us encourage citizen science by
involving more people in nature conservation activities.” he added.

A citizen science platform has been created by Accenture Labs in collaboration with BNHS named 'Internet of
birds' (IoB). A first-of-its-kind in India, the software helps to identify images of bird species found in India.
IoB is an image recognition platform that uses artificial intelligence technology to identify birds based on the
photograph uploaded by the user. As part of its broader corporate citizenship focus on using technology for
good, Accenture Labs, Bengaluru provided pro-bono services to design and build the platform that leverages
data from BNHS. [oB makes bird identification easy, interesting, and accessible through its website
www.internetofbirds.com.

The [oB platform is available to anyone, from anywhere for free. It uses a unique citizen crowd sourcing
approach to engage more people in bird watching by identifying key species of birds and inspiring an interest
in nature conservation. The IoB platform can identify approximately 365 species as of now but will
eventually supportall species in India.

This portal requires training for bird identification by enriching its database with the bird photographs. Any
person having a good photograph of bird can contribute for this portal. One can send photographs with the
bird's name and photographer's name to bnhsenv(@gmail.com. The photographers will be acknowledged on

the portal in the contributor's section.

The photographs needs following
specifications:

1. Photograph should be in JPG
format
. 2. It should not have any watermark
Accenture | It .’N ' 1% or copyright mark on it
L b - MR 5 Py 3. Photograph should be of a single
a0s 4 . :
bird to make it easy for portal
4. Photograph should be clear. The
preferred size will be 5-6 MB (not
less than 2MB).
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fRreur T AETUaN AN AT B¢ 3% AT T UaTTAT ATUTA 3e1eh fShoTAT AN fEea 3med. Soelia 3TFer
HERTETEATHAGIAR [STeRITciTeT AT - USINTe TR I HA AT AITYSITAT ST HE & efl. Urararesd e ST ST
HABTSHIOTITR.

USITTIT T LATRN BICAT She AT Heg HTe. Al YOI AT GBaTaAT SsiaAT (Flame-of-the-forest) caTderem
3TE, STOUSHIT. auTH A T JaTATAN T Geeh Eel). UTSa JehaTd ArdedT fAfaa fps - fredragdaaid
B gelgel (Red—vented bulbul),STerofi#T (Brahmny starling),Tr@Taeaedr (Ashy prinia), §ZUafT (Sunbird)
32T feheehatall UaTi 9T UehsUTN ofaTedl Fo Bidl. SHTSIa Tafae gal eel gl el EReATHLY ST S TEel
A1), T 3T, Hiceh, UM AT el ol T AT AT UG THTS HA eI 3eed SUSTeU Bl

31 UaNfaT 30T ' A1 HEA riehe] HIATHIT T AR 10T 317 Sopgsl BlciTe VAT T UTell. gFed
araert (Common Hawk-cuckoo) feUem SO H1E U AT SITITel, UTer2T 3118 FE 0TS STSfdTSfell S S Al

HeTed! HIIRUTAT: 3TETT el T 3TFE STITel HHAUTHI Il HITRUTHTS 3TS AT HARTH SRS T 8T STl 3T
g fAeTel). d9eaTd WeaTd Aceledn SRl uaaiaw) died 3rdier e Arfed feel, Aree sReard uain
UhSUATHTS! HIUSS SATdel 3MTed. AT ART 31T¢ &T0Td HTase 0T HIT T 8T N9 fAerall. 3rars
UGHTATETE UTATcled ATURUT 85— 0 HeTehed Ul hehaUdTdT 3Tl thielTeR US e, e Hel STSTehs UTg oiTaTell
dICATT HIATHIT STCh STEAT T& . T 'HIST I ATTHTS' (Large Grey Babbler) TTU&IT ERC Bl AT T
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AT ERCITA BT 3T 3TTOT BIATA Y& AT 3TSeherell 31T 318 FifAdel. ST Tcehe dl BIE BIUe d UGATT e
PG Wlell ScaRdel. alaldl ' aTde’ (Jacobin cuckoo) A& AT TUTHAIUTTATGRIA 3T, AT S SR STl
3EAT I AT YTOT ATI0Y VT STl T, Wieh S edTer TR A e T dTell ATddbelell BIATaT didh GRT
TAFIT Tl ASTAST. T AT aTdelell aldl, Bl USUSd alcl. AT T&TT AT HeIeloll @I, 3TFal el
AU T e ETUTUT Y HURY el Ues ¥ deATe [ HATHT SHTeIT. UTUTH e Teled ATelT HIS feIelT 3HTel ATHeb AT AR

TG el

ATABTAT THACATH UTSTOTRT & Bl T AT T AT Hell HTTOT RASUTET U4 USell. AT T oI SR ardTell
BT I T FifATl. AT DT AeheTd BIE AR hell. AT TelT hdT 31Sehdl AT UTcT Ta¥eh SrE fuaraTs! e
ST AT TS T<AT IO &1 IH ST chell 3TTTOT TG Slehel. ol ehieIS AT AT BIHTST05 &T0 WIVITH 3T
3TTOT CATciTel Tehl ShidSITAT UT BT 3Seholl. ST T AT Fehell dhell, TUT & TR UTEA TS ABN 3T,
AITT & B SSTciTel ERCITAR BT AT TAT ATel U TaTeh T thbed G fdel,

37T TTReh e AL T AT UTEUAT T UTOT ATerelT JOT AT fecll Tail I1 B 1Sehet #Icl 3¥cller? 31T fram
HLATAT BT ATTUATTIRS UTSATER SATHred ST 0T IR 3HTe & HTHTAT AT 3Tel. 19 el A 19T ol I SHITel
ORI SReFITeAT 3T AelTqed vel. cgreanel Rreure a #iY a1 fawi Jare A1eelr. A1 UaAi1 ATE HTaedTel
T THSUIR 37T, Sele TATaROTT fAATRITT 3TaoT FEdml @1d 3Teld & cIieT 3T Tarsiad. Uedd 3aedr
ST Fgcae! e HITHT AeaTd HIfIcTel. T Fe UTEOT FHTAT & HATTel INE 31Te ehT? TR HITeod el
W T hell. ST FId THATAT HTFETT BIH T dl HTFET Iged I, DIV BIE TS Aehl I SAATe
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Nepal's National Red List of Birds
Inskipp, C., H. S. Baral, T. Inskipp, A. P. Khatiwada, M. P. Khatiwada, L. P. Poudyal & R. Amin

The main objectives of the Nepal National Bird Red Data Book were to provide comprehensive and up-to-date
accounts of all the bird species found in Nepal, assess their status applying the [IUCN Guidelines at Regional
Levels, identify threats to all bird species and recommend the most practical measures for their conservation. It
is hoped that the Bird RDB will help Nepal achieve the Convention on Biological Diversity target of preventing
the extinction of known threatened species and improving their conservation status. As population changes of
Nepal's birds have been studied for only a few species, assessments of species' national status were mainly made
by assessing changes in distribution. Species distribution maps were produced for all of Nepal's bird species
except vagrants and compared to maps that were produced in 1991 using the same mapping system. Of the 8§78
bird species recorded, 168 species (19%) were assessed as nationally threatened. These comprise 68 (40%)
Critically Endangered species, 38 (23%) Endangered species and 62 (37%) Vulnerable species. A total of 62
species was considered Near Threatened and 22 species Data Deficient. Over 55% of the threatened birds are
lowland grassland specialists, 25% are wetland birds and 24% tropical and sub-tropical broadleaved forest
birds. Larger birds appear to be more threatened than smaller birds with 98 (25%) non—passerine species
threatened and 67 (14%) passerine species. Habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation are the most important
threats. Other threats include chemical poisoning, overexploitation, climate change, hydropower, invasive
species, intensification of agriculture, disturbance, and limited conservation measures and research. Measures
to address these threats are described. It was also concluded that re-assessments of the status of certain bird
groups carried out every five years and the setting up of a national online system for storing and reporting bird
sightings would be useful.

Journal of Threatened Taxa (2017) 9(1): 9700-9722

Timing of breeding in an ecologically trapped bird
Hollander, F. A., N. Titeux, M-J. Holveck & H. V. Dyck

In human—modified environments, organisms may prefer to use habitats where their reproductive performance
is lower compared to alternative options. Many such ecological traps occur in seasonally changing
environments. Although the timing of breeding has been shown to impact reproductive performance in a variety
of organisms, it has never been considered as a potential mechanism underlying ecological traps. We address
this issue with a migratory bird, the Red-backed Shrike, breeding in a human-modified, farmland-forest
landscape. Shrikes prefer breeding in forest clear—cuts where their reproductive performance is lower than in
less attractive farmland. We compared brood size and quality of early (first broods) and delayed breeders
(replacement broods) between the two habitats. We found a stronger seasonal decrease in reproductive
performance in preferred forest clear-cuts than in farmland. Food resources were slightly more abundant in
forest than in farmland at the beginning of the season but depleted more steeply in forest by the end of the
breeding season. By contrast, the phenotypic quality of breeders did not decline over the course of the season in
either habitat. This is the first report that the timing of breeding relative to the seasonal change in key resources
may play a significant role in explaining low reproductive performance in ecological traps.

The American Naturalist (2017) 189(5): 515-525



User Forum
Different facilities for users on www.bnhsenvis.nic.in website are as follows:

# Morethan 19,000 bibliographical references on Indian birds.

# Accesstoinformativedatabases developed by the Centre. Databases include Endemic
birds of India, Threatened birds of India, Important Bird Areas (IBAs), Birds in CITES,
Marine birds of India, and others.

# List of other ENVIS Centres on various subject areas for navigating through information

on different subjects related to environment.

Link to the websites and journals pertaining to Avian Ecology.

Kid’s Centre aimed towards school-going children provides interesting facts on birds.

All issues of BUCEROS, the Centre’s newsletter, can be downloaded in PDF format.

Informative Powerpoint presentations on birds available for download.

Glossary has more than 300 ornithological terms explained.

Online query facility for users.

LU UL U N V. N

Contacts of eminent experts in ornithological studies.

Request for Articles and Literature

Dear Readers,

1) You are welcome to contribute articles, photographs pertaining to avian ecology, to our
newsletter.

2) To strengthen our databases we would request you to send us literature, which is not
available on our website.

Feedback and Queries

You can send your feedback pertaining to our website and BUCEROS newsletter via email or
through our website. Any queries related to avian ecology can also be sent to
bnhs@envis.nic.in.
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BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Founded in 1883 for the study of natural history, the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) is now one of the
premier research and conservation organisations in the country. The Society publishes a journal, the Journal
of the Bombay Natural History Society, devoted to natural history and also has a popular publication, Hornbill,
forthe layman. Ithas also published a number of books on wildlife and nature. lts library has alarge collection
of books and scientific journals on wildlife and the environment. The Society’s invaluable collection of bird,
mammal, reptile, amphibian and insect specimens has been recognised as a National Heritage Collection.

Membership of the Society is open to individuals and institutions within India and abroad. For more details,
please write to:

Membership Officer
Bombay Natural History Society,
Hornbill House,

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road,
Mumbai 400 001. India.
Email: bnhsmembership@gmail.com
Tel: (91-22) 2282 1811

BUCEROS is an ENVIS (Environmental Information System) newsletter published thrice a year by the
ENVIS Centre at the BNHS, sponsored by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, New Delhi.

The Centre collects, collates, stores, and disseminates information on Avian Ecology.
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