
Green Skill Development Programme

The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 
(MoEF&CC) has been implemenƟng a Central Sector Scheme 
Ɵtled ENVIS since 1982-83. ENVIS, by providing scienƟfic, 
technical and semi- technical informaƟon on various 
environmental issues, has served in facilitaƟng policy formulaƟon 
and environment management at all levels of Government as well 
as in decision–making aimed at environment protecƟon and its 
improvement for sustaining good quality of life for all living 
beings. ENVIS is a decentralized network of 6  centres of which 7
31 Centres dealing with ''State of the Environment and Related 
Issues'' are hosted by State Government /UT AdministraƟons, 
called ENVIS Hubs and remaining 3  Centres are hosted by 6
environment-related governmental and non-governmental 
organisaƟons/ insƟtutes of professional excellence, with varied 
themaƟc mandates pertaining to environment, called the ENVIS 
Resource Partners (RPs).

UƟlising the vast network and experƟse of our ENVIS 
Hubs/RPs, the Ministry  has taken up an iniƟaƟve  for the first Ɵme,
for skill development in the environment and forest sector to 
enable India's youth to get gainful employment and/or self 
employment, called the Green Skill Development Programme 
(GSDP). The programme endeavours to develop green skilled 
workers having technical knowledge and commitment to 
sustainable development, which will help in the aƩainment of the 
NaƟonally Determined ContribuƟons (NDCs), Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)  NaƟonal Biodiversity Targets (NBTs), , 
as well as Waste Management Rules (2016).

1. : Background   India being the second most populous country in 
the world is bestowed with a large working populaƟon. India has 
advantage of reaping this demographic dividend. However, high 
drop-out rates from school coupled with poor vocaƟonal skills 
may hinder in reaping this dividend. There exists a demand-
supply gap of skill sets, both cogniƟve and pracƟcal, at various 
levels in the Environment/ Forest fields in India. 

Green skilling is crucial for making a transiƟon from energy and 
emissions – intensive economy to cleaner and greener 
producƟon and service paƩerns. It also prepares people for green 

jobs that contribute to preserving or restoring the quality of the 
environment, while improving human well-being and social 
equity. Hence acƟviƟes under GSDP include process-based green 
skills such as, monitoring and managing acƟviƟes such as waste, 
energy efficiency, impact minimizaƟon and assessment, etc. 
FacilitaƟng the employment/self-employment of the skilled 
manpower is major goal of GSDP.

Realizing the demand for green skilled youth, the Green Skill 
Development Programme (GSDP) has been conceptualised and 
developed in MoEF&CC in consultaƟon with the NaƟonal Skill 
Development Agency (NSDA), the nodal agency for synergizing 
skill development iniƟaƟves in the country, under the Ministry of 
Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE). All skilling 
modules are NSQF compliant. For more informaƟon on NaƟonal 
Skill QualificaƟon Framework (NSQF) and Common Norms please 
follow the link:  hƩp://www.nsda.gov.in/nsqf.html

2. : Present Status  The first GSDP course was formulated for 
skilling Biodiversity ConservaƟonists (Basic Course: 3 months-
Completed Advanced Course: 3 months -) and Para-taxonomists (
Ongoing) ten and is running on pilot basis in  select districts 
(covering nine bio-geographic regions). The pilot course has 
received posiƟve feedback from all stakeholders. For more 
informaƟon on Training Module and Success stories please follow 
the link: hƩps://goo.gl/PzUTvy

3. : Way Forward  With the success of the pilot programme, the 
next step is to take the skilling programme to an all India level and 
for all the courses to commence in  2018.May,

For this, the following steps are required to be undertaken:

• IdenƟficaƟon of New courses based on the demand
• IdenƟficaƟon of New InsƟtutes with the necessary 

experƟse, and 
• IdenƟficaƟon of Employment opportuniƟes

List of courses currently offered along with the prospecƟve 
employment opportuniƟes and ENVIS Hubs/RPs and InsƟtuƟons/ 
EnƟƟes imparƟng the courses is given overleaf. The list is not finite 
and will be increased depending on the demand for the same. 

Master Trainers:

 The list of the courses indicated above would be carried 
out by the respecƟve ENVIS Hubs/RPs and InsƟtuƟons/EnƟƟes. 
To expand the skill development programme at a larger scale, 
there is a requirement to train a pool of Master Trainers/ 
Specialists who can further train youth across the country. 
Hence, the Ministry would iniƟally create a pool of master 
trainers in each of the above menƟoned courses. As per the 
requirement of the skilling programme, Graduates in 
Science/Arts and even drop-outs  would be trained to become 
master trainers.

 These courses would commence from May, 2018 across 
India. These Master Trainers/Specialists would in turn then help 
in training parƟcipants in various States/UTs. These Master 
Trainers would form the backbone of the enƟre programme in 
the years to come. The frequency of conducƟng each  
programme in a year would depend on the total duraƟon of 
each course which would vary from course to course and 
accordingly the number of skilled persons would increase. 

Project Mode: Skilling in Air/Water PolluƟon measurement and 
management of STP / ETP / CETP operaƟon and maintenance 
and waste management is being undertaken in project mode in 
specific stretches of Ganga and Brahmaputra rivers.

CollaboraƟons: 

 The Ministry has held deliberaƟons with various 
stakeholders and welcomes any collaboraƟon/ parƟcipaƟon/ 
partnership in the programme from naƟonal and internaƟonal 
organisaƟons/ insƟtutes/ agencies etc. to build a strong 
network which can be uƟlised for green skilling under GSDP for 
sustainable conservaƟon and management of our natural 
resources.
For any queries/feedback please feel free to contact us at:

ENVIS Secretariat
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change

6th Floor, 'Vayu' Wing, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jorbagh Road, New Delhi - 110 003

Ph: +91-11-24695377, Email: envisect@nic.in
URL: www.envis.nic.in
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Proposed CerƟficate Courses/Training programmes under GSDP for Master Trainers (MTs)/ Specialists expected to commence in May, 2018


